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NOTES ON THE GARDENING CULTURE OF TIGRANAKERT IN ARTSAKH (the 10th – the 

13th centuries) 

 
RUBEN HOVSEPYAN 

 

S u m m a r y 

 

 The city of Tigranakert in Artsakh was founded by Tigran the Great, King of Armenia 

(95–55 B. C.) and was named in his honour. The city is located in the Askeran region of 

Nagorno-Karabakh Republic on the lower current of the Khachenaget river on one of the 

comparatively low heights of the slopes of Vankasar mountain and in the depression near. 

Gardening played an important role in the economy of medieval Tigranakert. Most 

probably, it was the second most popular activity after the cultivation of wheat. A number 

of archaeological findings from the central district of the town show how gardening 

developed in medieval Tigranakert. Such findings include fruit stones, cleaver, scissors of 

different sizes, karases –undamaged and with numerous fragments. Due to archaeological 

excavations it is possible to restore the estimated location of the Tigranakert vineyards. For 

the study of gardening in medieval Tigranakert one needs to use not only epigraphic 

writings of Artsakh, but also written works of Armenian and Arabic-Persian historians. 


